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Light Millennium 2nd Board of Directors and Annual Meeting of 2006 


Date: June 6, 2006

Time: 2:45 – 5:15 PM
Meeting Address:
The Graduate Center

The City University of New York

365 Fifth Ave, 4th Floor Room # 4434

New York NY 10016


Board Members Present:


Absent:

Bircan Unver Culkin 


         Erhan Berber, MD. 

Prof. Edward Foster



Murat Memet Nejat 

Dr. Akif Kirecci





Figen Bingul






Guests:
Prof. Sam Paley

Burak Alpaslan
Prof. Sultan Catto


Minutes taken by Figen Bingul

The Light Millennium Board of Directors convened at CUNY, The Graduate Center, on June 6, 2006. The meeting was called to order at 2:45 p.m.

Minutes:
1) Bircan Unver is elected as the Meeting Chair.


2) The minutes of the February 4, 2006 meeting are approved.

3) Review of Finance:


I-990 Form, 2005 Figures (in USD): 



Total contributions



:   8,500



Total revenue



: 11,354



Total expenses



: 10,275



Excess




:   1,079



Beginning of year Net assets

: 68,150



At end of year Net assets


: 69,229


LM account Chase Bank April 25-May 22 statement (Figures in USD):



Opening balance in April
: 559.68



Deposits and credits
:   80.00



Withdrawals and debits
: 404.85



Checks paid


:   85.00



Ending balance

: 149.83


LM credit card (Figures in USD):



Account balance
: 1,861.41



Settlement amount
: 1,656.65



Account deposit was:   970.00

Deposited (USD): $780 by Bircan Unver towards the 990 Form, Charities Registration, and basic expenses, and also $60 donated by Figen Bingul. 

General Expenses: (USD): $350 (H&R for I-990) +50 (Charities Registration), +85 QPTV Studio Course, DVD tapes/LMTV +24.64 ; ($15 X6=) +90 monthly banking expenses, (29X6=) +174 automatic credit card withdraw. 

(Phone, Internet, Transportation expenses covered by Bircan’s personal capacity and not reflected to the LM’s expenses as of June 6, 2006.)
4) Election of new BoD members

a- Invitation and notification for the existing and new members of BoD and proposals for Advisory Board were sent by Bircan Unver thru e-mail prior to the meeting. Ed Foster moves to elect new members. Akif Kirecci seconds it. Sam Paley and Burak Alpaslan are approved all in favor to serve as new BoD members for the LM.

b- Bircan Unver asks nominate the list of reappointment present and non present Burak Alpaslan nominates the list of reappointment present and non present. Sam Paley seconds it. Bircan Unver, Figen Bingul, Akif Kirecci, Ed Foster are approved all in favor to continue to serve as BoD members for the LM.

c- Below posts are approved all in favor for the new term:


President: Bircan Unver


Vice President: Sam Paley


General Secretary: Figen Bingul


Treasurer: Erhan Berber will be nominated thru e-mail


Business Planner: Burak Alpaslan

d- Bircan Unver will send the BoD members the bylaws of LM and the corporation laws.

e- Membership issue will be discussed at the next meeting.

5) Forming the Advisory Board (“AB”):

- See Attachment A: Description of the Advisory Board.


- The below listed names, proposed Bircan Unver, are approved to take place in the Advisory Board:


Serpil Guran, PhD, Research Scientist, New Jersey State Department


Stephen Kinzer, Former NYTimes Foreign Correspontent & Lecturer in Journalism at the Northwestern University.

Prof. Talat Halman, Bilkent University, Ankara (Bircan will propose to Prof. Halman via e-mail)


Prof. Hayrettin Kilic, Green Tank for the Trunch Foundation


Prof. Sultan Catto, CUNY-Graduate Center


Prof. Etem Erol, Columbia University, NYC 

6) President’s Report:


a- Organized below events:

-“CADIR HOYUK: A Multi -Layered Ancient City,” February 16, 2006, Turkish House, NYC

-“On TIME, CULTURE & CITIES: 6 SHORT TURKISH DOCUMENTARIES,” April 11, 2006, Columbia University, NYC

-“SAFETY ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS,” May 3, 2006, Turkish House, NYC

b- Published Isik Binyili’s 11th, Light Millennium’s 17th issues; updated in April.

c- Sent out e-mails both in English and Turkish to all e-lists and Yahoogroups regarding invitations to events, and media releases after the events.

c- Bircan Unver Culkin (as it appears on the UN/DPI association form/her passport) has taken part in the UN/DPI as member of Plannery Committee, Media Committee, Inter-generation Committee, Liason for the Events since February 2006.

d- The Media Coverage of the organization since February:

1) Cadirhoyuk lecture prior to and after the event was covered at the weekly FORUM newspaper.

2) Cadirhoyuk lecture took place in Hurriyet Newspaper through Anatolian Agency.

3) Media Release of the lecture before and after the event appeared on several Web sites including SANATHABER.NET, OYTRABZON, TULUMBA.COM, TURKUAZ.US, ISIKBINYILI.ORG.

4) An Interview with Bircan Unver by Cahit Oktay, titled “An atomic ant Bircan Unver” appeared in FORUM Newspaper, under the section “ICIMIZDEN BIRI” on the March 2, 2006 issue.

5) TIME, CULTURE & CITIES – Short Turkish Documentaries for the 6th Anniversary of the Light Millennium was covered by TRT-Int – Yeni Ufuklar program, and aired on May 6, 7 and 8, 2006. Also, the news about it appeared on SANATHABER.NET.

6) SAFETY ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS OF THE NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS – event coverage was e-distributed by several yahoogroups including in the US, Canada, Europe and Turkey. 

e- Bircan Unver will attend the “Meet the Grantmakers Symposium & Workshops/Queens” on June 8 2006. 

f- Bircan Unver stated, regarding the Publishing Policy of LM, that everything published on the LM’s web site will be on the archive; nothing will be removed as long as the Web site and the organization exist. (This is also part of the organization’s vision in order to create an archive of our time!)
7) New projects & Two Youth Representatives

a- Dedication theme ideas for Fall 06 will be asked via e-mail from LM-Yahoogroups/LM Representatives.

b- LM-Youth and LM-Kids Corner: proposed by Emin PAMUCAK. Based on received submissions, participants will be presented within age category. And a sub-index will be created when the site has enough material for a category.

c- Bircan Unver requested 3 days active participation in order to create an international NGO connection during the UN-DPI 59th Conference between September 6 and 8, 2006 at the United Nations. Bircan Unver will register maximum 5 participants on behalf of the organization based on DPI’s pre-request for the DPI conference. The representatives will be: Bircan Unver, Figen Bingul, Hayrettin Kilic, Jeanene Mitchell (Youth), Ozan Cakmak (Youth). Akif Kirecci stated that he could attend only the last day of the conference. He will inform Bircan Unver if he could attend more than one day. The deadline for registration is June 15. Jeanene Mitchell and Ozan Cakmak will be continue to be the LM Youth Representatives .

d- Membership status to the UNESCO-CID-International Dance Council:
As Bircan Unver had informed the BoD members in April, UNESCO-CID’s approval of her or the organization’s membership requires $140 for the organization, and $70 for individual membership. Bircan Unver will register for herself and will try to attend the International Dance Congress in the last week of October in Athens, Greece. if she can bring together her own finances. This will also be a pre-research for a developing project, TURKISH & GREEK SYNERGY DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL. 

e- UN/DPI-NGO Conference – Workshop Project (if the World Bank Sponsors) From Turkey’s Youth Perspective or,

f- A joint poetry workshop project with the Communication Coordination Committee for the UN/Respectful Interfaces Organization will be proposed during the conference titled “U.N. Vision and Millennium Development Goals Speaks Through Arts.”(Each organization can be a leading NGO presenter for a workshop project.)
g-
A multi-faceted documentary project proposal on CADIRHOYUK was submitted to the J.P. MORGAN CHASE FOUNDATION on May 25, 2006. Bircan Unver worked on this proposal with Dr. Samuel Paley who will be one of the principal advisors of the project. 

h-
Referring to February 4, 2006 Minutes: For RUMI & CLARKE Inspirational Writing Awards Project, Sir Arthur C. CLARKE’s permission for his name to be lent, has been obtained by Bircan Unver. Launching and promoting the project will be done in conjunction with the Fall-06 issue.

i-
Looking for possibilities to realize the WHEN PEACE COMES Poetry Writing Project – 2 in 2007.

k- A possible panel on RENEWABLE or ALTERNATIVE ENERGIES in September.

l- LMTV- On Overthrow – An Interview with Stephen Kinzer: Bircan Unver works on its editing, and plans to schedule its airing on the last week of June. If she cannot complete the program, then it will be scheduled at the end of July 2006.

m- LMTV-Poetry Project – Turkish poems in English. 2 Parts, entitled; Poets on two continents: From Hudson to Boshphor. QPTV Studio is scheduled for June 30, 2006 Friday, and Edward Foster will be the host of this two part program, and Bircan Unver will be executive producer of this two part of program. 

n- LMTV- Bircan Unver also video-recorded a video interview project titled “UN-NGO Profile: Michaela WALSH.” Interview was made by Dr. Judy Kuriansky (DPI associated representative), and Bircan Unver is planning to complete its editing and to air it the end of August.


***

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

Attachment A: 

Description of the Advisory Board: 

An Advisory Board member:

-Willing to help LM diversify content contributions from both the USA and abroad. 

-Willing to be a bridge for collaborative projects with educational instructions, NGOs, civil society organizations, corporations, or government agencies regarding individual projects, events, dedication issues, documentary or television projects.

-Must be willing to take part regarding the content of projects.

-Willing to support or connect to LM with potential participants for an event, or dedication issue, documentary/TV program, etc., within his/her interest area or expertise.

-Willing to bring potential participants, diversify ideas, encourage his/her circle of friends, colleagues, students to share their essays/research with the LM as well as to organize/support for joint institutional events. 

- Is not required to attend the board meetings.

- Is not responsible for the content of the Web site(s) or any other projects the organization may undertake.

Thus:

-LM will continue to present ALL ideas and practices based on the Publishing Policy and Mission/Vision regardless of any given advice for its e-publications/events/LMTV projects. 

-Any BoD member, AB member, LM-Representative, or Volunteer Staff can suggest ideas toward dedication issues, events, or LMTV programs as long as they are willing to contribute in particular to that idea and to share its content, production, and promotion responsibilities.

-For 2006-2007: The AB members can be up to 9, and the BoD and AB members are WELCOME to propose potential new members for both the BoD and AB. The BoD and AB members, including the president of the organization as well as LM-Volunteer representatives are eligible to invite new BoD or AB or new LM representatives (nationwide, Turkey, and internationally) via proposing potential names/ideas to Bircan Unver or one of the BoD or AB members or via LM-Yahoogroups. Those proposals will be included in the following BoD Meeting Agenda based on the date of proposal.

Basic criteria for BoD and AB members: 

-To show interest in LM organization and its e-publications, 

-To be part of the content via contributing his/her ideas to the content of the web publications,

-To attend events as an active participant as speaker or attendee, or in kinds donor, institution/company representative,

-To be willing to support  and empower the organization’s activities, and sustain the organization towards to its Mission and Vision.

LM Representatives have equal powers with Advisory Board, and are expected to participate actively and to take responsibility in contributing to content, events, in activating his/her cycle to be part of the organization, as well as be willing to promote organization’s e-publications/programs to his/her circle.  Each LM Representative is considered to be a director for that region, city, state or country.
If a representative has been passive more than one year and not contacted with the LM, not responded to any call or not showed his/her expression willing to continue to be the representative of the LM, in this case, LM has a right to remove those names from the Representatives category in the STAFF page. 
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