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Light Millennium Board of Directors Meeting
Date: February 4, 2006

Time: 3:30 – 5:05 PM
Meeting Address:
Dervish Restaurant

146 West 47th Street NY, NY 10036

Board Members Present:


Present by Proxy:

Bircan Unver Culkin 



Erhan Berber, MD.

Prof. Edward Foster




Dr. Akif Kirecci




Absent:


Figen Bingul





Murat Memet Nejat


Guest:
Aysegul Durakoglu

Minutes taken by Figen Bingul

The Light Millennium Board of Directors convened at Dervish Restaurant on February 4, 2006. The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m.

Minutes:

1) Prof. Ed Foster is elected as the Meeting Chair.


2) The minutes of the July 1, 2005 meeting are approved with the below comments:

3.a. The objective until 2006: The establishment of Isik Binyili in Turkey is work in progress.

3.b. “A Cultural Journey to Five Cities and Cappadocia in Turkey:” This project is postponed to 2007. Dr. Akif Kirecci suggested reconsidering this project within the theme of exchange between Greece and Turkey.

4. 
Ms. Nivedita Kumar will act as a representative for Indian American society.

6. 
Prof. Ed Foster is elected through on-line BoD members’ e-group communication as the Vice President of the organization effective as of August 3, 2005.

3) President’s Report:

a-
Light Millennium is entitled as an "associated" NGO with the UN/DPI as of December 12, 2005.

b-
In the month of January 2006, LM received 2200 hits/day.

c- 
Bircan Unver has started working on the association of Isik Binyili as a “dernek” in Turkey. She stated that it will be appropriate for Isik Binyili to be affiliated with Light Millennium. She will send the Bylaws of Associations of Turkey to the board members.

d-
Dr. Akif Kirecci is approved to be an alternative member for the UN. He will attend the UNDPI meeting in February 22-23 with Bircan Unver.

e-
Bircan Unver will inform UNDPI of the e-addresses of the board members.

f-
Bircan Unver explained the problem with the e-lists. The server has changed, so there were technical problems. Since October 2005, the e-lists will be active again this week.

g-
Bircan Unver will dedicate an e-mail address solely for the board (info@lightmillennium.org). This will enable the BoD to have an access to the LM e-lists should any LMBoD member wishes to e-distribute an idea, proposal, or project in accordance with the vision of LM.

h-
It is agreed by the board members that, as a principle, the board should be informed about the third parties promoting LM.

4) Financials:

a-
Bircan Unver stated that there is a need of 350 USD for the 990 forms for 2005 filing to be filled out by H&R Block. Ms. Unver asked the board members to support her financially in paying this amount. Also, she brought in a letter sent by the IRS regarding the organization’s “advance period ending” notice as of December 2005 which requires filling out a form in order to sustain the 501 (c) (3) status in 90 days that has started as of Jan. 1, 2006. H&R will give a service to fill out this in conjunction with the 990 forms for 350 USD.

b- She also stated that the organization’s bank account has a monthly 15 USD service charge and 29 USD automatic withdrawal. Therefore, time to time, when there are not sufficient funds, the account decreases by 30 USD each time. If the bank account reaches minus for 2 months in roll, the bank will close the account automatically. Therefore, she reflected her concern to the BoD in terms of sustaining the organization’s bank account. 

c- 
At the moment, there is over 1700 USD debt of credit cards.

5) New Projects:

a-
Bircan Unver mentioned that an LMTV documentary titled “Redefining the Turkish Media” presented by Nuri M. Çolakoglu will be submitted by Queens Public TV for the Hometown Festival. The deadline for submission is March 1.

b-
Dr. Akif Kirecci suggested making a documentary film on Turkish community in the New York area.

c-
An Aysegul Durakoglu concert, representing East and West, is planned to be organized as long as Stevens Institute of Technology supports it. Also, Queens and New Jersey grants will be searched for such a project.

d-
Application for ASHOKA will be researched by Bircan Unver and Figen Bingul.

e-
Application for USAAID will be researched by Akif Kirecci and Ed Foster.

f-
Based on the organization’s February 15th event on CADIR HOYUK, available grants will be searched for  It will be teamed up with Dr. Samuel Paley for the grant writing proposal as well as the advisor of the project. This project will be possible: 1)  With Dr. Sam Paley and his principle team’s permission, 2) With The Ministry of Culture’s permission, 3) Based on available funds/grants for the documentary project. 

g- Dedication theme for Isik Binyili will be in conjunction with the LM’s, but will be phrased slightly different as such: “Nukleer reaktorlerin, silah uretimi amacli kurulmasinin engellenmesi.”

h- CHOICE FOR HUMANITY will be the 6th Anniversary Dedication theme of the Light Millennium.

i-
For the following issue (possibly Summer or the latest Fall’06) the dedication theme is approved to be Environment by Marianne A. Kinzer’s suggestion as well as Akif Kirecci’s support.

j-
In the brochures, business cards of LM, its association with the UNDPI will be included.

k-
Dr. Akif Kirecci informed that in case of a need for the change of LM’s logo, he can provide support from a designer.

l-
Bircan Unver proposed to hold an annual writing contest which will mainly target middle school, high school, and college students. This contest will be dedicated to Mevlana Celaleddin Rumi and Arthur C. Clarke Inspirational Writing Contest. She will ask A.C. Clarke if he would accept his name to be lent for this project.

***

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

